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MARI PIGHINI, PhD, UBC Institute for 
Early Childhood Education and Research and 
Department of Educational & Counselling 
Psychology and Special Education

This presentation will highlight the 
findings of a multiple case study of 
parents with children deemed at‑risk 
for developmental delays or disabilities 
and who received early intervention 
services through the Infant Development 
Program of BC. The findings focus on the 
perceptions and experiences of one of 
the families whose two children received 
ASD diagnoses by the time they entered 
the school system. Recommendations for 
early intervention and support practices 
in child development reflect the voices of 
participant parents and of the case family 
in particular.
Contact pat.mirenda@ubc.ca or 
joanne.oconnor@ubc.ca
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“From here to there I need a hand”: 
The Experiences of Parents with Young 
Children Diagnosed with ASD


